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March 2002      Issue 2002-03

Referee Calendar of Events

March 25th LRA Meeting

March 26th Entry-level USSF Referee Training clinic

June 1st LAST DAY TO REGISTER FOR 2002!

Meeting Agenda

March meeting:  Fremont’s Chuck Dewey will be the guest speaker at

our March LRA meeting.

Chuck will lead us in a discussion of Fortune telling for referees - how referees

can minimize surprises by recognizing clues that can help them anticipate

what may happen next in their matches.  Chuck refereed for about 14 years

before retiring.  He is currently an instructor, assessor, and Secretary for the

District III Referee Administration. Plan on joining us for what will no doubt be

an insightful discussion.  Our meetings begin at 7:00 PM at the Livermore

Police Department’s Community Room at 1110 S. Livermore Avenue,

Livermore, CA.

ALERT!

Our Entry-level USSF Referee Training Clinic starts on Tuesday,

March 26, 2002.

LRA’s first clinic of the year will start Tuesday, March 26th, and run Tuesday and

Thursday for 3 weeks from 7-10 PM at the First Presbyterian Church (2nd floor

above the library) in Livermore.  If you know of potential referees, urge them to

attend the clinic.  the field session will likely be held on April 6th or 7th.  Certified

USSF Referee Instructors will be conducting the course through Cal. North referee

Administration (CNRA), District 3.  anyone interested in signing up (if you have not

done so already) or getting more information should contact John Hinton,

925-447-2031.



2

Hey, a question for

all you clever refs

out there.

1.  Other than that the

laws of the game call for

it, list four purposes of the halfway line.

2.  You’ve heard every CR tell his ARs

to go check the nets.  As an AR, what

should you be doing when you check

the nets?

3.  Define:  studs up

Answer on page 7

PROCRASTINATORS, THIS

MESSAGE IS FOR YOU!

June 1, that’s right - June 1 is the

last day to get your registration in for

the 2002 season. If you aren’t regis-

tered by then, you can’t do games

when the season starts this fall!

Last time we checked, fewer than

half the refs who did games last year

had registered for the upcoming

year.  I know it’s $25, but if you do

five games we will reimburse you for

it.  NO EXCUSES now, get that

registration in. You can even get the

form online. Go to http://

www.cnra.net/ftp.cnra.net/RegForm/

regform_fillin.pdf, fill out the form

and send it to the CNRA address on

the form. Don’t wait, do it tonight, the

kids need you out there this fall.

If you can read

this, let me know!

Sometimes, it seems like

the only folks who read our

newsletter are those from out of

town (we get LOTS of compliments

from folks outside of Livermore).

Help us understand how many folks

actually read the newsletter by

sending a message saying “I read it”

to John Hinton (hintonref@attbi.com,

447-2031). Thanks.

Whistle Stop - John Hinton

If you’re not there, you’re missing

out!

If you haven’t been attending our

monthly LRA meetings, you have

been missing out on a lot!  These

informal meetings are a great way to

get to know your fellow referees off

the field, to catch up on what’s hap-

pening that can help you be a better

referee, to learn from experts about

the finer points of refereeing, and to

share your concerns, issues, and

insights.  PLUS (as if that is not

enough to make it worth your time)

we are providing FREE REFRESH-

MENTS and GIVING AWAY FREE

STUFF!!!

Check it out, the CNRA website has

some great new articles for referees,

you can read them at

ht tp: / /www.cnra.net/newslet ter/

newsletter_current.html.
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                Hey Ref! What are you gonna do?

1. Oh man, here we go! It’s the 60th minute in this U14B game between the Titans

and the Wolverines with the score tied 2-2.  Although their boys are playing well,

both coaches are a pain in the neck, griping, griping, and griping.  You have al-

ready had a quiet word with the Titans coach.  Right now you are trying to crank it

up into overdrive because one of the Titans strikers has broken through the de-

fense and is flying off with the ball. Only the Wolverine goalie, some forty yards

away, remains between him and pay dirt. Hot on his heals is the Wolverine

sweeper; his ears burn from just getting beat by this hotdog. You’re right with them

as the three of you thunder down the pitch. As you near the top of the PA the

Wolverine goalie charges out of the goal to challenge for the ball.  Out of the cor-

ner of your eye you can see the sideline rising up out of their lawn chairs in antici-

pation of some dynamite soccer. Then, the wolverine sweeper stumbles and falls,

as he goes down, his arm clips the striker’s heel. the Titan striker goes down in a

rolling heap, neatly taking out the legs of the Wolverine goalie.  The ball, misses

the goal and rolls harmlessly over the goal line. You have three players down in a

heap, and you can hear the Titan’s coach screaming “Red card! red card!!”

Hmmm, let’s make sure these boys are okay and then we can get on with the...

2. Just two minutes into this game and you already have trouble. You’ve got two

newly minted ARs with you on this game and you are trying to keep

half an eye on the offside line till you see what they can do. The

U12G Stomp are playing the Rage and a Stomp forward has drifted

into an offside position as her midfielder brings up the ball. A pass

forward to the offside striker is likely, so you’ll watch and see if your

AR can catch this routine call.  Instead, the Stomp midfielder lofts a

high arcing shot toward the goal.  The Rage goalie leaps into the air,

and fists the ball directly to the offside forward who volleys a shot

into the goal.  You look over for your AR and she is standing at attention at the

corner flag. What are they teaching these kids! That was an easy offside call.  A

rebound off the goalie doesn’t reset things. Oh well, let’s get over there and see

what she doesn’t understand.

Answers on page 6
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ARTICLE

Standing Room Only at the Advanced Referee Clinic in Dublin

By Van Emden Henson

When Bob Evans speaks, referees listen.  He knows what he is talking about. He spent many

years in the center and running lines, at all levels, all over the world.  A longtime FIFA referee

until his retirement, he has done some of the most challenging matches a referee can do. He

and his partner Ed Bellion, also a retired longtime FIFA referee, have written a marvelous,

witty book entitled “For the Good of the Game,” one of the best books on refereeing soccer

(I’m in the middle of my fifth reading of the book).  So, when Bob Evans speaks, referees

listen.

Bob spoke at the CNRA Advanced Referee Clinic held at the Dublin Civic Center on March

16.  And referees listened.  Lots of them. There were 130 seats in the auditorium, and every

seat held a referee.  There were also referees sitting in the aisles. So there were lots of referees

from all over northern California- Sacramento, Fresno, Visalia, etc. - and all were listening

intently to what Bob had to say. Ken Mitchell and I were the only LRA referees we saw in

attendance.

John Murillo of CNRA put the clinic together and he assembled quite a distinguished team of

FIFA referees (past and present) to speak. Chris Strickland led off with a presentation entitled

“Running the Line: Providing Assistance to the referee.” Bob Evans followed with a discussion

of “Persistent Infringement.” Kari Seitz spoke on “Officiating the Women’s Game.” Then, after

lunch, it was Bob Evans up again with “Why Do You Caution a Player?” Scott Weyland

followed with “The Full AR,” and John Murillo closed the show with the challenge, “What Are

you Going to Do Differently?”

All the presentations were very valuable. Chris Strickland and Scott Weyland went over the

duties of the AR. Their emphasis is that being an effective AR is much more than simply

knowing the Laws, the mechanics, and passively performing the duties. Being an effective AR

is about communicatin-providing the Referee with the information he or she needs, defini-

tively, and at the right time. It means being an active, not passive, member of the referee team.

It means talking to the referee, to the players, to the coaches, and occasionally even to the

spectators. It means jumping in to defuse a confrontation, to set a wall, or occasionally, to let

the Referee know that he/she is about to commit an injustice. it means measuring the tone and

tempo of the game, and anticipating what the Referee is going to need in terms of assistance,

and being ready to provide whatever that may be.

Bob Evans gave two presentaions. In the first he discussed persistent infringement, and

called it the “forgotten offense.” In a very funny and effective presentation he got us to

admit that we almost never issue cautions for PI. He backed that up with some local stats: in

the SF amateur league last year, out of 516 cautions issued, 477 were for USB, 46 for

dissent, 18 for delaying the restart, 18 for PI, and 2 for illegal entry.

continue on next page
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Bob went on to illustrate, by way of some very funny anecdotes from his own experience,

exactly how ignoring PI harms the game and the authority of the Referee. Bob’s rule of thumb:

any player who commits four fouls in the first half has exceeded his quota and must be cau-

tioned on the fourth. Likewise, any player committing six fouls in the game is over the quota.

Issue the card! Asked how a referee can keep track of players committing multiple fouls, Bob

said that his technique was, whenever he called a foul, to say the number and color of the player

committing the foul:, “number 5 blue.” After some practice, he said, it is easy to keep track. He

also challenged us, whenever we watch a televised game, to practice

keeping track in this fashion. I tried it later that day on an English Premier

League match, and it wasn’t easy! He also discussed at length PI by

multiple players: numberous players fouling the same opponent. Bob’s

advice: after the third, issue a loud statement to nobody in particular, “Oh,

so we’re going to spend the whole afternoon kicking number 15, are we? I

don’t think so!”  Then issue the card to the next player to foul number 15.

Bob showed how PI negatively affect players and spectators, and how it

undercuts the authority and reputation of the Referee who doesn’t deal with it. It was an eye-

opening presentation.

Bob’s second presentation, on why we issue cautions, was equally thought-provoking and

entertaining. Again, drawing liberally and humorously on his experiences, Bob took issue with

some of the commonly accepted (and taught) ideas about cautions.  For example, many referees

won’t issue a caution to a player who is being substituted out (in games where they can’t re-

enter) because, “what’s the point of issuing a caution to a player who leaves and cannot commit

any more offenses anyway?” Bob points out that this undercuts many league discipline policies,

where a player is suspended after a certain number of yellow cards. He had similar advice

regarding the common statement, “Iwon’t give a card in the 90th minute-what does it buy me,

anyway?” The same arguments apply as in the previous case. But the strongest reason to issue

the  card, according to Bob, is that players have long memories, and not giving a card where one

is warranted will mark the Referee as a weakling, as lazy, or as indecisive. And that will come

back to haunt the poor Referee in the middle of a tough match down the line.

Between Bob’s two presentations, Kari Seitz, a FIFA referee who has worked the Women’s

World Cup and the Olympics, as well as many games for both MLS and WUSA, with help from

some highly entertaining video clips, exploded a number of common myths about women’s

soccer.  For example, that women’s soccer is “naturally fair,” “easier to manage,” or “less physi-

cal.”  Kari discussed some of the idiosyncrasies of women’s soccer: the hip check, delayed

revenge (often by other players), and that women are more difficult to “bond” with as a referee -

they are less interested in chit chat or lengthy explanations, and more focused on the team than

on individual play. It was a fascinating presentation and certainly raised numerous issues about

whether the Referee really needs a different “bag of tricks” for the women’s game than for the

men’s game.

So we had five first rate presentations by four world-class referees.  It was a very

educational day, well worth the minimal investment in time and gasoline.  The

CNRA hosts put on a first-rate clinic, and I’d recommend an event like this to any

referee, at any level. They’ll be doing it again, so keep an eye out for upcoming

clinics. It’s a day very well spent for any referee seeking to improve!

Article continued
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Spring Recruitment Drive

Hey Ref, What are you gonna do?

1. Goal Kick.  Despite the fact that we referees are no longer required to judge “intent” in

an act by one player against another, but to judge the result of the act instead, we are

allowed to distinguish between an act that is accidental and one that is deliberate.  In this

case, of a player stumbling and colliding with an opponent, we would judge the act to be

careless, reckless, or involving the use of excessive force - and thus  a foul - only if the

player had already begun to trip (or attempt to trip), push, kick (or attempt to kick), strike

(or attempt to strike), jump at or charge his opponent.  If the player was still merely pursu-

ing the opponent and happened to stumble and fall, colliding with the opponent on the

way down, there has been no foul, as the act was simply accidental or inadvertent.  Ref-

erees who call such acts fouls are doing a disservice to the game and to other referees.

These are cases where the referee simply calls out “No foul” - or something similar;

anything other than “Play on” or “Advantage” - because there has been no foul.

2.  Maybe she is wondering if you want to signal for a goal. The offside decision

depends on the referee’s perception of the entire play.  If the referee believes the

goalkeeper deliberately played the ball by fisting it out of her immediate area, then

the goalkeeper had gained possession of the ball.  This means that the opposing

player who was in an offside position prior to the goalkeeper’s play is no longer

offside and the goal should be scored. However, if the referee believes that the

player in the offside position (prior to the goalkeeper’s play of the ball) interfered with

the goalkeeper, then that player should be declared offside and the goal should not

be scored.

Thanks to Jim Allen’s “Ask the Ref” website.

Spring Recruitment Drive

One of the great joys of Spring is seeing all the fresh new sprouts that hold

promise of vigorous Summer growth and a bountiful Fall. No, not in the fields

and gardens around Livermore, but in our Spring Referee Recruitment drive!  At

the LRA recruitment table during LYSL’s registration, more than 115 individuals

expressed serious interest in taking the introductory referee training clinic.

Experience tells us that not all of these sprouts will take root, develop, and bear

fruit as productive referees - but it is a great start.  If you know of anyone that

might be a good referee (or that you’d like to see ON the field instead of

AMONG the spectators), please call them to the attention of John Hinton

(hintonref@attbi.com, 447-2031), or point them to our website

(www.livermorerefs.org) for more information, But hurry - space is filling up fast

at our first clinic, which starts on Tuesday, 26 March.
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                             OK clever refs, what was your call?

1.  The halfway line serves the following purposes:

      (a) It allows the officials to ensure that all players are in their own

            half of the field when a kick-off is  taken.

       (b) It is important in judging whether a player is in an offside position or not.

       (c) It indicates the position where substitutes can enter and leave the

             field of play.

2.  The Referee shouod ask his ARs to check for holes in the netting, or gaps

between the goalpost/crossbar and the nets. The aim is to inspect for gaps on the

goal net that would allow the ball to pass through if a goal is scored.

3. It’s not difficult to identify a “studs-up” tackle. They are the type of tackels that

make a Referee “wince”. Players’ intentionally raising their feet above the level of

the ball when tacklin, can cause career ending damage to an opponent’s lover leg.

We often associate studs up takeles with sliding tackles, but one type of studs up

tackle is well known “over the top” tackle. This is where the perpetrator has little or

no intention of playing the ball, and stamps down over the top of the ball without

really making contact with the ball. This sort of tackle is the most hated by players

- as it can do major injury if the studs connect with a player’s leg or ankle. Players

will gett very irate when a tackle of this nature is committed against themselves, or

a teammate. The referee must act very quickly to diffuse any further trouble follow-

ing “over the top” tackles”/ It does not matter whether the studs catch the opponent

or not - the attempt is enought to warrant a call.

President            John Hinton           447-2031  mmmk@osisoft.com

Vice-President    Van Henson           606-7180   henson3@llnl.gov

Treasurer             Bob Dashner           294-8623  webmaster@livermorerefs.org

Secretary             William Hoppes          606-7986  hoppes1@earthlink.net

LYSL Rep.           Brian Hufford           373-7952  brihuff@yahoo.com

Assignor              John Hinton           447-2031  hintonref@home.com

Webmaster          Bob Dashner           294-8623  webmaster@livermorerefs.org

design by BC =^..^=


