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Special Interest Articles

USSF Changes Logo D

Newly Certified Assignors -
New Referees: Gear

My first Match (as a
Center)

Van Henson will be our guest speaker giving a rousi  ng rendition of the “Elbow
Clinic” that was recently presented at the CNRA Ref eree training held in
Livermore. Great video and effective tips on how to watch for this foul.

LRA Meeting - June 25, 2007, 7:00 pm
Livermore Public Library, 1188 South Livermore Aven ue
Open to the public!

You can profit from referee recruitment! LRA has p ut a “bounty” on new referees. If
you are an actively registered referee  and bring in a potential referee who passes

the class, and then does at least 10 games forus by the end of the fall season, LRA
will slip you a cool $50. That is easier than doing three U10 ma  tches! So start scouting

around now for candidates would make a great refere e. Remind potential
candidates that any LRA registered referee that doe s at least 10 games for LYSL in a
year gets their registration refunded. First yearr  eferees also get $50 after the fall to
help reimburse their equipment costs after doing at least 10 games.

What is the latest in league fashion? Correct!

This Can Be Yours!

TSl s e It is the black and gold Grade 8 and blue and
From the Touchline 2 gold Grade 9 referee badges! Be the envy of
Calendar 3 your friends when you sport this precious
_ accessory as you serve your community and
New Referee Assignors 3 . )
support the kids having a safe and fun soccer
Interview 4 .
game experience!
What Do You Do? 6
_ Grade 9 course starts July 16
Last Meeting Recap 6

Grade 8 course starts August 6

For New Referees 7
WWYD Answers 8 Grade 9 is a recreational referee may officiate U14 .

and below recreation division games. Grade 8 is If you sign up for a
Links and Contacts 9

qualified for all games that their skills match. course by midnight

. . iaht!
Call today! Get more information on these tonight!

courses from the LRA Secretary at  925-455- (or at least priqr to the
1214 or write to  secretary@livermorerefs.org course beginning )
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Doing a bunch of early season tournaments is, | thi nk, one of the best ways to rapidly
improve as a referee. You work in a bunch of venue s with many different referees

doing a bunch of games. You get great feedback and by the time the season rolls
around it is not hard to have done 20-40 games and be a much more skilled referee
than you were at the end of last season. To find t ournaments that might interest you,
visit www.cysanorth.org and click on the Tournament s link on the left to download

the latest CYSA tournament schedule. Feel free to a sk the league assignors for
suggestions that match your current skill level and what might help you growth to the
next level you would like to reach for.

| taught a Bridge Clinic recently. A Bridge Clinic is for Grade 9 referees who want to
go to Grade 8. | am a great one for lists. When | was a coach in the recreational
league in Livermore, | eventually developed a list of 10 skills that | wanted my U10s
and 12s to at least be shown. Whether they learned them or not was more a
reflection on my skills as a coach. So | thoughta  bout what ten skills | would want
these bridging referees to develop that would impro ve their game in the middle (I
have another list for ARs). | am not talking about foul recognition or knowing the laws,
but simple things that have a significant payoff. None of these are original with me

(most | first heard from Bill Miller). These aren’ tin any particular order of importance
and | am sure | left things out.

Make eye contact at all three points (AR1, AR2, mid field for subs) at each

stoppage

Stay behind and to the left of the ball during acti ve play

On long kicks, don’t ball-watch, first watch the po int of the kick for any after
kick fouls and then head on a swivel to the watch t he landing area

Know proper positioning for set plays
Generally run as fast as the players around you
Move quickly to the spot of a foul

last season .” If there is going to be a play in the Penalty Area, put it in gear and get there!
Understand and use the proper sequence for issuing cards
Vary the tone of your whistle depending on the circ umstance. Especially
youth refs -hammer that whistle!
Know where to stand during kickoffs
You should always have a few pointers to give new r eferees. Use these or come up
with some of your own. | would be happy to hear fro m any of you on additions or
deletions. | will have my list for ARs next month. See you on the pitch.
Remember that USSF match,es of which all the LYSL g ames are included, are not
permitted to use a dual referee system. There must always be a single center referee
in control of the match.
The United States Soccer Federation has
revamped their badge. The retiring
image is seen on the left; the new version
on the right. The new logo is rolling out
over 2007. The basic feel is the same, the
lettering and details on the shield have
Retired been updated. New in 2007
June 2007 www.livermorerefs.org
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Classic Photo

Tanya Hoppes and Kristy Lyons (foreground) ,
Gary Lazar, Pete Fee, and Peter Kit
(background) between games at the June Cup
adult tournament June 2005.

Sam Larson from the Pleasanton
Referee Association hosted a
Referee Assignor course that
people in the photo to the right
attended. She took the photo for
us, so she is unseen in the picture,
but very much a part of our
success.

Bill Miller was the instructor. He is
one of the most prolific and highly
respected instructional resources in
the state.

The course focused on liability (yes
that is a concern for everyone
these days), safety for all by
placing qualified officials on the
games, and the techniques of
proper assigning.

Proper assigning can be thought of
as puzzle to match the available
unigue pieces (referee) into the
available openings. If only there
was a perfect match and the final
picture was flawless, more people
would get certified as an assignor.

Assignors are the

There are a number of events coming up soon. Mark
your calendar now. Always check web site for update S.

June 22-24
June 23-24

Cal Cup Boys Tournament (Folsom)

June Cup Adult Tournament (Livermore)

Jun 25, 7pm  LRA Meeting (Livermore Library)

Jun 29-Jul1  Cal Cup Girls Tournament (Folsom)

Jul 2 Pleasanton Adult Tournament

Jul 23, 7pm

LRA Meeting (Livermore Library)

Aug 27, 7pm LRA Meeting (Livermore Library)

There was no newsletter in last month due to a
computer crash. Sorry for any inconvenience. We

are back up and running now.

people who
match the
available
officials to
games that
match their
current skill

Referee Assignor Coure — May 207
Bill Miller, Instructor
Host: Sam Larson, Pleasanton

level.

United States Soccer Federation
(USSF) and United States Youth
Soccer (USYS) have been actively
promoting the need for all
assignors, assessors, and
instructors to work in cooperation
within their areas of specialization
to help referees get assignments
that fit their current skills as well as
get matches that help them

grow.

It is important that every referee
and administrator remembers
that each official is a unique
individual. Each with there own
goals and growth rate. A
precious few are headed for FIFA
level, some National and State
level, most working with local
youth leagues, maybe some

shooting to referee local adult
clubs.

In Livermore, there are currently
two co-assignors. Tanya Hoppes
and David Bunch have been
assigning at the youth and adult
levels. It is their responsibility to
do the best they can to match
qualified officials to the games.

If you want to discuss what level
of games you are considered
ready for or to find out getting
games and mentoring to grow,
contact assignor@livermorerefs.org .

Congratulations to  David
Bunch and Corey Nelson of
Livermore for being USSF
certified Assignors at the May
2007 state course.

June 2007
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Shelby is currently a
sophomore in Livermore
that has played
recreational soccer for
LYSL for years. Two years
ago so took a referee
course and has become
an active referee for
Livermore Referee
Association. She is the
subject of this month’s

interview

Livermore Referee
Assaociation (LRA): You
started as a Grade 9
referee. When did you
take that class?

SHELBYThat was in June
2006. | did games last
year as a Grade 9. At the
time, the hours of the
course fit my schedule.

LRA: Why did becoming
a referee appeal to you?

SHELBY!I have been a
player since | was 7 years
old. During the years |
played in games with
referees, they always
seem in control, even
when the job seemed
hard. | decided to start
refereeing to give back
to the league that | have
enjoyed and the money.
Yes, getting paid to
referee was a plus.

LRA: What age group are
you playing in during this
fall season?

SHELBYU19 Girls in the
recreational program.

LRA: Recently you
upgraded your badge to
a Grade 8. Why did you
decide to move up?

SHELBYTo be able to do
more and higher level
games. | was getting more
comfortable with my
abilities. It is a good job
with flexible hours. I like
soccer and helping where
the league really needs
more resources.

LRA: What other jobs do
you have to help earn
money?

SHELBYBabysit. File clerk
for a local business.

LRA: Did the courses meet
your expectations?

SHELBYYes. | learned the
Laws of the Game and
how to apply them.

LRA: When you are ready
to do a center, what are
you expecting?

SHELBY! will be
responsible to control the
match; keep it safe and
fair; get a feel for the
tempo of the game; make
calls that in the end are
final; and handle any
issues that come up. | will
also work with the
Assistant Referees to help
do the game successfully.

From what | have | seen so
far, | think the younger
teams have respect for

the referee. In the older
age groups, the players
will be closer to my own
age.

LRA: What are the
attributes of as good
referee?

SHELBYMakes the right
call even when it might be
unpopular; Know what to
do in most situations; be
good with kids (don't
scare them).

LRA: Did you ever have a
bad experience with a
referee?

SHELBY'n soccer and
softball, | have seen
players and coaches yell
at the referees/umpires
from time to time. In a
U10 game, a coach
argued with a referee
about whether or not a
ball was out over the
goal line or touch line
over the flag. As a player
in a U14 games once we
had a 15 year old
referee. That seemed
odd.

LRA: Has becoming an
active referee changed
anything for you?

SHELBY! do not make
offside calls from the
spectator area any

more. Proper perspective
and positioning is
important to make that
call correctly.

LRA: How are you
treated by others as a
youth referee?

SHELBY! got a lot of
encouragement from
friends and referees that
also referee my dad’s
team that he plays on.

LRA: Do you attend the
monthly LRA meetings?

SHELBY! have not in the
past. But | hear that there
are experienced referees
that have interesting
stories.

Great to see you
developing and growing
as a referee, Shelby.
Have a great year in all
aspects of your life. And
see you at the next LRA
meeting, June 25!

ADVANTAGE

Shelby Mitchler

May 2007

June 2007
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| finally managed to
get a match in as the
center referee. It went
pretty well and |
learned quite a bit. |
should point out it was
a U-9 match. Yes, it's
not exactly World Cup,
but I look at it a
different way. First, |
realize | have very little
experience, so
keeping me on a small
field with slower players
is a good idea.
Second, the match is
important to the
players, regardless of
the age or skill level.

Everything you read
about becoming a
referee points out that
you need to
demonstrate your
authority before the
match begins by doing
a few important things.
One is to be on time.
On time in the referee
world means 30
minutes before the
match is scheduled to
start. Also, | agree that
it is critical to be
dressed neatly,
appropriately and
professionally. Make
sure you have the
correct USSF referee
uniform. The correct
uniform is important,
but it is just as
important to wear it
correctly. Make sure
your uniform is clean,
pressed neatly and
your shirt is tucked in. It
makes a difference, as
the coach’s

perception of you is
formed in the first 10
seconds of meeting
each other.

The match was
scheduled to start at
3:30. | arrived at the field
around 2:50 and the
preceding match was still
being played. | walked
around the field to the
team side, noticing that
both of my teams were
starting to arrive. |
introduced myself to
both coaches.
Interestingly enough,
they both handed me
their league-supplied
game cards and
payment for the match. |
didn't have to ask, which
was nice.

| had never done player
check-in before. It's
pretty straight forward
and it went well. | merely
asked the girls if they
were wearing any
jewelry. The funny thing
is, they all checked, as if
some jewelry may have
appeared on them! |

had to laugh at that one.
Just so | had something
to say, | asked the
coaches to mind the
substitution process and
make sure their subs
stayed on the sideline
until the substituted
players came off the
field. Turns out that was a
good idea, as the
process went very
smoothly throughout the
match.

The match preliminaries
were pretty smooth as
well. Keep in mind, the
players have been
through this before, so
they know the routine. As
long as you go through it
like you've been through
it before, they won't
know the difference.

Before your first match,
you'll go through
everything that you need
to do 100 times. Ok,
maybe even more than
100 times. Naturally, you'll
make a mistake anyway.
Mine was not asking the
coaches to get club
linesman to assist with
the touch lines. Of
course, | realized this just
as | start the 1st half.
Fortunately, this mistake
wasn't that big of deal. |
just had to make an
effort to be closer to the
ball than | otherwise
might have had to.

After all that description,
most readers would
expect a detailed
description of the actual
match play. To be
honest, the match went
as expected, so there
isn't much to say.
However, | do have a
few observations. It
seems that even
mundane calls can be
controversial. | made a
throw-in call that seem to
set off one of the
coaches. Did | miss
something? Did | just
zone out? | don't think so,
but it does make you
wonder. Parents don't
know anything about the
Laws of the Game and
must be ignored. This was
a very tame match, yet
some of the things
parents were yelling
were comical. There
were surprisingly few fouls
I had to call in this
match. I'm interested to
know if this is typical of
this age level, or just two
non-physical teams. In
one regard, the younger
games are more difficult

“The coach’s perception

of you is formed in the

first 10 seconds of

meeting each other.

“Oh, and in case you're
wondering, | think | did

blow one call. ”

(continued on page 7)

June 2007
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Situation 1: Injured Player Re-
entry

The referee gave a player from team A
permission to leave the field of play to
tend to a minor injury. While the player
was off the field, an opponent from
team B started a breakaway with the
ball toward team A's goal with only the
goalkeeper between him and the goal.
The injured player saw what was
happening and raced back onto the
field without the referee's permission to
intercept the player from team B. He
dispossessed the player from team B of
the ball by a clean, legal tackle and
ended the goal scoring threat.

What is your decision?

Source: Ask a Referee
Jim Allen, National Instructor/Assessor
www.drix.net/jim/

The last LRA meeting provided an
update to the budget, current
State Cup news, and a video quiz

that lead to a lot of lively discussion.

Bleacher Clinic at CYSA State Cup
was for the following weekend was
announced.

Pleasanton has assignor clinic on
May 12.

Upcoming tournaments
SF Cup (Memorial Day Weekend)
Pleasanton Adult (same weekend)

No meeting in May since it fails on
Memorial Day.

June Cup is 23-24 1 at Kellman. No

adult pay, but wonderful cause.

Situation 2: Simultaneous
Offenses by Opposing Players

As an Associate Instructor, this
hypothetical question on restarts which
came up during a discussion in an entry
level clinic | recently taught. I'm curious
as to the panel's opinion...The ball is in
play near the left corner on the Blue
team's defensive end of the field. The
Referee is in a good position on the left
wing area of the field when he sees his
lead AR's flag go up and whistles to stop
play. The lead AR then points in the
direction of the trail AR, who is standing
at the half-way line. The Referee looks
back to his trail AR, who has his flag in
the air, gives it a waggle when eye
contact is made, and signals for the
Referee to come to him for a
conference...The Referee goes to the
trail AR to find out what he has seen,
and is advised that the blue team's
center forward and the green team's
sweeper, both of whom were standing
on the half-way line, had an altercation
and exchanged blows. Unfortunately,
the AR was watching the play down in
the corner, did not see who struck the

Assigned throug h thearbiter.net.

USSF two more instructional clips.

ADVANTAGE

first blow, and only noticed the fight as it
was ending...The first part is easy. After
reminding the trail AR to watch the
players in front of him and not watch

the ball in another part of the field, the
Referee would show the red card and
send off the two players who
exchanged blows for violent
misconduct. ..The second part is harder:
Since the LOTG were infringed by violent
conduct committed by a player on the
field against an opponent while the ball
was in play, the restart should be a free
kick, but in which direction?.. One of the
students in the class suggested invoking
Law 18 and restarting with a dropped
ball because the initial offender could
not be identified, but he thought it

would be unfair to drop the ball where
the ball was at the stoppage, and
thought the ball should be dropped at
the point of the fight. Another student
suggested that the Referee swallow
hard, award a free kick, and hope that
he was lucky and picked the right
direction...What is your opinion?

Source: Ask a Referee
Jim Allen, National Instructor/Assessor
www.drix.net/jim/

Photos from the March LRA meeting. (4/23/07)

June 2007
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The referee community is
comprised of individuals
with a wide range of skill
levels and experience.
For that reason, we are
starting a special area of
the newsletter. Each
month we will provide
some information on
topics for new (or soon to
be) referees.

Getting trained on the
“Laws of the Game” is
the first step in becoming
a referee.

_
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The Gear

The basic needs of a
referee are simple. Shirt,
shorts, socks, and shoes,
as well as a whistle,
game book with yellow
and red cards.

The first jersey should be
a short sleeve yellow.
Later other colors (red,
black, and blue,

probably best in that
order) can be

purchased to fill out a
complete wardrobe.
Since more games are
held, at least in
California, warmer
weather, it is advisable to
purpose short sleeve
shirts before long ones.
Maybe a long yellow
early on is wise, you

know your local weather
best.

Referee shorts are by far
recommended above
normal league shorts. A
good pair of shorts would
have pockets where you
need them most. Some
referees carry their cards
(yellow and red) in
different locations on
their person. Some find
that two back pockets,
for instance, are not
available on every pair
of referee shorts.
Manufactures differ.

Socks are always black.
There are two styles of
socks that officials wear.
The standard three stripes
on the top is more
common and more likely
you best choice to

match other referees on
your crew when you
start. As you do more
games, especially
outside your local
league, invest in a pair of
official USSF logo socks.

It strongly recommended
to get more than one
pair of socks, if not four.
Wet socks from the first of
the game on dewy grass
or from yesterday’s
marathon set of
matches, are not
comfortable and
sometimes can be
unhealthy for you.

Shoes must be black.
Again manufacturers

variety and some have
other colors to accent
the black. Generally
speaking, the blacker,
the more acceptable.

Shoes should be one
made for soccer. This is
not a requirement
overall, but tennis shoes
and other sport shoes
have been designed
with specific activity you
will perform as a referee.

Consider turf shoes (low
profile souls) over
standard cleats when
officiating on harder
surfaces. Most LRA
referees prefer turf on our
fields.

No matter how much
gear you get, itis
important that you keep
your equipment and
wardrobe in excellent
working order and
appearance. Some of
your credibility on the
field is grounded in your
professional appearance
in wear and attitude.

“Livermore Referee

Association only assigns

referees to USSF affiliated

matches.”

District Ill Male Referee of the Year, Sam Hoppes ,
U15B Final, State Cup — May 2007

June 2007
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These are the answers from WWYD on page 6.

Situation 1: Injured Player Re-entry

Response A: The player that came on the field is cau tioned
and shown the yellow card. He is told to leave the f ield and
wait for permission to enter. The restart is an IFK  at the spot of
the ball when the referee stopped play to issue the caution.

The only thing this player has done wrong is return to the field
without permission. This is not the case of a substi tute
entering early or entering without permission.

Response B: If the player's offense happened at the edge of
the field, as he entered without permission. The dist  ance
requirements for DOGSO wouldn't apply at the time o f his
offense.

If he had fouled his opponent it could be another s tory. That
foul could be seen as USB for breaking up the attacki ng
play, and would be a second caution.

While cautioning him for his illegal entry, | would
extreme displeasure with his behavior.

express my

Response C: This player must be cautioned for enteri  ng the
field of play without the referee’s permission and s hown the
yellow card. Had the player fouled the opponent, | wo uld

than the older levels. Young players are far more |
one of the goal kicks in my match was intercepted a
that happen in U-12 and above. You really need to p

An issue | did not anticipate was how difficult it
struggle with the change in the 2nd half. If anyone
Suggestions are always appreciated.

Oh, and in case you're wondering, | think | did blo
was coming at her neck. | did hear a few parents sc
I'm convinced it wasn't necessary as she was protec

There was at least one positive decision | made. On
goal. | blew the whistle immediately as it was obvi
waved her coach on the field. She wasn't seriously
As an added bonus, | managed the dropped ball corre

| read somewhere that many referees go over their m
do that, but | can't help it. | keep thinking that
learning process. My calls will be improved for my

Source: http://law5tales.blogspot.com/2007/03/my-fi

ikely to commit more technical infractions of the |
few feet before it left the goal area. | don't thi
ay attention with the young ones!

is to get direction correct after half time. My bra
has suggestions on minimizing that issue, let me k  now!

w one call. A player put both of her hands up to bl
ream for a "hand ball," but | didn't blow the whist
ting herself, and these are U-9's after all.

e player took a ball in the face maybe 8 yards in f

perhaps | did make a few poor calls, but | guess th
next match, and that's what it is all about, isn't it?

ADVANTAGE

o9
probably issue him a second caution and then show hi m the

yellow card for unsporting behavior followed by a r ed card for
receiving a second caution in the same match.

Situation 2: Simultaneous Offenses by Opposing
Players

lack of
DFK. Get
ks in and award

Response A. Dropped ball is not a good idea. Shows
decision on your part. pick a team and give them the
your trail AR to tell you which guy got the best lic

the free kick to the other team.

Q&A 2006, Law 5 — The Referee, #14, page 19: While the ball is in

play, two opposing players commit offences at the same time.
What action does the referee take?

He stops the play, and depending on the offences, ¢ autions or
sends off the players, or takes no disciplinary act  ion. The match
will be restarted by a dropped ball, from the place where the

ball was when the offences were committed.

ATR, 2006, Law 8, 8.5: If the referee stops play because two

players have simultaneously committed fouls against e ach other,
the correct restart in this limited and rare event sh ould be a drop
ball where the ball was when play was stopped.

aw. For example,
nk I've ever seen

in seemed to

ow a ball that
le. In hind sight,

ront of her own

ous she was not going to continue to play. | also i mmediately
injured, but no one questioned my choice to protect the players.
ctly.
atch in their head after leaving the field. I didn' t think | would

is is part of the

rst-match-as-center.html
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Everyone has a story
they tell often to other
referees. That one odd
situation where previous
instruction did not
exactly cover in class.
The time something
obscure or completely

unexpected
happened.

Share that story with
the rest of the group.
Let others consider

how they might have

handled the situation.

So, what is your story?
Send in your tale
(removing real names)
to
coreynelsonagc@aol.c
om for an upcoming
issue. Anonymous
entries are accepted.

What stories to you have
to share?

What do you need to
know?

Livermore Referee Association www.livermorerefs.org/

CNRA - District |1 www.d3refs.com/ ML ERTSLE DY
Cal-North Referee Administration ~ www.cnra.net/

United States Soccer Federation ~ www.ussoccer.com/referees/index.jsp.html
FIFA www.fifa.com/en/index.html

Livermore Youth Soccer League www.lysl.org/

How can you help?

The Steering Committee is comprised of elected offic
coordinators. There are each deeply involved with th
committed to helping support local soccer officiati

how we can be a service to you.

ers and appointed
e association and are
ng needs. Let us know

President Bill G. Hoppes president@livermorerefs.org D25-606-7986
Vice Bill Russett vicepresidentl@livermorerefs.or 925-455-0156
President P 019 )
\1/-\;235;::” Bob Dashner treasurer@livermorerefs.org 925-294-8623
Secretary David Bunch secretary@livermorerefs.org D25-455-1214
L.Y.SL/LRA Brian Hufford refereeofficer@livermorerefs.org 925-373-7952
Liaison
Instruction

. PEN
Coordinator o
Mentor
Coordinator OPEN
Assignors Ez?/?/;:uonpcaes assignor@livermorerefs.org 925-606-7986
gi\évrsdlient;et;r Corey Nelson coreynelsonagc@aol.com 9p5-455-1214

June 2007 www.livermorerefs.org



Livermore Referee
Association

PO Box 54

Livermore, CA 94551-0054

Phone
(925) 606-7986

E-mail
president@livermorerefs.org

All rights reserved.
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We're on the Web!
See us at:
www.livermorerefs.org

Each meeting is focused
to bring a variety of news
and current information
to the attendees.

This month, we will be
reviewing material about
elbows! There has been
an escalation in players
using their elbows and

The Livermore Referee
Association is comprised of
trained and registered
referees that provide
officiating services for the
local youth soccer
association.

hurting other players. FIFA
has directly referees to
pay specific attention to
this foul and call it. Come
to this month’s meeting to
learn to recognize this.

Meetings are held at the
Livermore Public Library

Membership in the
Livermore Referee
Association is open to all
persons in the community
who have successfully
completed an entry level
soccer referee clinic, which
requires attending the

LIVERMORE REFEREE ASSOCATION

IN ASSOCIATION WITH LYSL

PO BOX 54

LIVERMORE, CA 94551-0054

ADVANTAGE

main branch (next to the
Police Station) at 1188
South Livermore Avenue,
Livermore, CA. These
catered meetings are
held at 7:00 PM on the
fourth Monday of every
month. The public is
welcome to attend.

required training sessions
given by certified USSF
instructors, having
successfully passed the
qualifying USSF examination
and maintaining their status
as a USSF-registered
referee.
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