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Special Interest Articles
Reflections of a First Season D
Referee Photos -

2007 Women'’s World Cup
Referees

John Nielsen is a former FIFA AR and Canadian Natio  nal Instructor. He has
been putting out instructional DVDs and videos sinc e the mid 1990s. We

have shown a few of these and they have generally b een pretty good.
There is an updated version of one we showed in Marc h of 06, Fine Tuning
the Thinking Referee , with new clips and topics. The topics covered by this
DVD include: Master the offside law, dealing with g oal keeper issues,
recognizing caution and send off infringements, und erstanding the
advantage clause, and assessing the obvious goal sc oring opportunity, all
imnortant tonics. These NDVDs alwavs lead to anod dis clssion.

for 8s and 9. You should already be receiving forms in

Registrations for 2008 will be much the same as las tyear )\
the mail. You can also register online. > R 2

" ' 2
If you are a 7, 6, or 5 or if you are upgrading , your \\"aSHE“]FF{’
paperwork has to go either to your District Referee 3
Coordinator or direct tothe ~ CNRA P.O. Box. Include the &\
proper check amount and all of your paperwork.

Inside This Issue

From the Touchline 2 Incomplete papers will be returned to the referee.
Calendar 3
I The News 5 If you go on-line and register and provide nothing to the SR A office, you will

_ be released as a grade 8 and will have to do a Mid Year Upgrade. The fee for
Interview 4 a Mid Year Upgrade will be $15.00 made payable to C NRA. Grades 7, 6, and
Reflection S 5 must have a running test and written refresher te st. Grades 6 and 5 also
What Do You Do? 6 need assessments for maintenance or upgrade. This is all in the Referee
Last Meeting Recap 6 Handbook and posted on  www.cnra.net . Please let's do it right the first time
Recent Referee Photos 7 for 2008.
WWYD Answers 8 Thank you ~David Jones, State Referee Administrator
FIFA WWC Referees 8 Al
Links and Contacts 9 = 4
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“l don’t know about

you but | can barely

remember where |

parked by car

anymore let alone

info from 38 slides.”

Visit
www.livermorerefs.org

for the online version of
this newsletter.
Previous issues are also
available.

ADVANTAGE

" Van Henson gave a great presentation on assessments at our last meeting, and

something about it got me thinking. During his pres entation, Van talked about the
guidance put out by USSF on proper positioning for the referee; where you should be

for every situation and restart you could encounter in a match. The guidance is very
helpful, but is in a 38-slide PowerPoint presentati  on. | don’t know about you but | can
barely remember where | parked by car anymore let a lone info from 38 slides. Do you
know why most TV shows rarely have more than seven characters? Studies have
shown that the average viewer can’t remember, or ca re about, more than seven
characters. Well | am a child of the TV generation , and seven is about my limit for
remembering things. So | set myself a task. Could | distill those 38 viewgraphs of
guidance down to no more than seven rules of thumb for positioning? | decided to

focus on restarts, throw ins, free kicks, corner ki  cks, goal kicks and goalie punts. Then |
started to look at what position USSF recommends yo  u to take for these restarts.

Hmmmmmmm............ It looked to me that, in the attackin g third, regardless of the
restart, corner kick, throw in, free kick, onther  ef's side or the AR'’s side, the
recommended position is somewhere near the top of t he PA on the ref's side. Hey! |
can remember that, one rule down. OK, how about go al kicks and punts. Looks like
you should be near the midfield line to the left of the center circle as you are heading
up field. Well that's a recipe for trouble for me. Is it to my left as | run up field, not
looking while the keeper punches the forward, or is it to my left as | back peddle up
field about to fall over the 12-year midfielder? Or is it to my left as | sidestep up field. No
that is not going to work at all. Aha! As | am mo ving up field, running, walking,
backpedaling or side stepping, | need to move away from the AR the ball will be
heading for. | can remember that! Wow, 38 viewgra phs down to 2 rules. Now there is
a lot more in the presentation and my rules are jus t my rules. Your mileage will vary just
as your positioning should, and remember the adage “You need to be where you

need to be when you need to be there.” But | will t ry to use this as my default

positioning and vary things from there. I'm a visu al person, so this didn't really sink in
until | drew a little picture.

So here are my rules for positioning, the first fou r are from Bill

Miller:
1. Stay 10-15 yards from the ball during active play
Stay behind and to the left of the ball during acti ve

play

3. Move at the speed the players are moving

4. Change speeds when the players do

5. For restarts in the attacking third, take a positio n
near the top of the PA, ref's side

6. For restarts in the defending third, move away from
the AR the ball will be heading toward as you
move up field

7. Regardless of the above, be where you need to be
when you need to be there

All right, that's seven; | think | can remember the m. See you on the pitch!

October 2007

www.livermorerefs.org



ADVANTAGE ?

Recent Photo Calendar

There are a number of events coming up soon. Mark
your calendar now. Always check web site for update S.

Oct 22, 7pm LRA Meeting (Livermore Library)

Oct 27-28 LYSL Halloween Classic Tournament
NO MEETING IN NOVEMEBER

Dec 10, 7pm LRA Meeting (Mt. Mike's Pizza)

AGM: Year End Referee Awards and
Committee Elections:

President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer.

Not everyone is returning next year! Please

consider making this one year committement to

Alex Fairclough centering at the San keep the vitality and success of LRA alive!l RUN
Francisco Cup. May 2007 FOR A POSITION!

Write to president@Ilivermorerefs.org for
information or to enter your name as a candidate.

More Photos

October 2007 www.livermorerefs.org



In his first year a President
of LYSL, Brent also took
the Grade 8 referee test
with his daughter. Since
that time, when he is not
helping to run the

league, he can be found
on the field officiated.

~

Livermore Referee
Association (LRA): This
year you took on the
office of President for
LYSL, but you also took
the Grade 8 referee
course. Why?

BRENTThere are a
number of reasons.
Setting a good example
was certainly one of
them. I like the game a
great deal.

LRA You are setting a
pretty good example of
one of our active
referees. What do you
think about your decision
to referee this year so
far?

BRENTI wonder why | did
not do this years ago. |
enjoy it.

LRA: Anything else?

BRENTI think that as one
gets older (more
experienced in like) you
learn how to take
criticism. After years of
being on the parent’s
side of the field, | really
get a difference
perspective of what
spectators are saying
and what is going on in
the game. Spectators will

say a lot of things during
the game, some of which
is not always an accurate
comment about the
game or the rules. When
they chose to share that
with the referee crew,
well, | learn to filter and
not take it all too much to
heart.

LRA: What are you
thinking when people of
“giving you advice” on
how the game should be
called?

BRENTI stepped up and
took the referee position;
many others have not.
They should also.

LRA: Did you ever play
soccer?

BRENTAS a youth, yes.

LRA: As a new referee
what has been your initial
experience?

BRENTThere is a lot of
activity during the game
to keep track of. Each
game gets a little easier. |
have begun to center a
few games when | was
needed.

LRA: Any side effects from
being an active referee?

BRENTI have sure learned
the rules more than every.
| pay attention to more
details in the game than |
did as a spectator. Partly
to keep up and do a

good job, but also
because itis a very
different perspective.

LRA: How is the family

handling your very busy
schedule?

BRENTSo far, so good. |
took the referee course
with my oldest daughter
who has also begun to
referee a few games.
She is also a player as is
her sister. My wife has
been very supportive as
we balance league and
family needs. It helps that
soccer is seasonal for the
most part.

LRA: What do you feel
you need to work on
next to sharpen your
referee skills.

BRENTRemember to
keep good eye contact
with the center referee
and filter sideline
commentary more.

LRA: Why do you think
others do not make the
decision to become a
referee?

BRENTLack of
knowledge of the rules?
But this is a great way to
learn. Maybe they are
afraid of being the target
of criticism when others
around them are a
source of it? | am not
completely sure. If we
knew more about why
people do not referee,
we would be able to
recruit more successfully.

Thank you for setting an
active example to others
that there it is possible for
anyone to find a place to
step up and help you the
organizations that
provide for your kids
goals.

ADVANTAGE

Brent Koch

October 2007

“Each game gets a

little easier. | have

begun to center a few

games when | was

needed. ”
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ADVANTAGE

Using Self-Assign and
Master Schedule

You click on “Self-
Assign”, and then click
on the blue “Search”,
but no games show up.
The red warning comes
on telling you there are
no assignable games
at this time. You know
for a fact, there are
indeed games. The first
thing you do is not to
call or email the
assignors. Instead you
return to your
homepage, click on
“Calendar” and make
sure the day or days
you want to ref are
white in color. If the
days are red, you have
forgotten to unblock.
95% of the time this is
the problem.

But this time, you aren’t
in the 95% bracket; you
are in the 5%. You now
have several options.
You can return to “Self-
Assign” and use “All
Sports and Levels”, you
can use “Master
Schedule” to see if the
games have already
been assigned, you
can manipulate the
“Calendar”, or you can
use combinations of
these items.

From your homepage,
click on “Self-Assign”.
Instead of clicking on

the blue “Search”, use
the “All Sports and

Levels”. Scroll down till you
find the level you want to
ref, click on it, and then
click on “Search”. This will
bring up all the games at
that level you can ref for
the next 14 days. Let's say
you want to look at all the
U-12 Boys and Girls Division
4 games plus the U-14 G
and B4 games. Find the
first game, press down on
your “Control” key and

click on that level. Do this
for all four games, followed
by clicking on “Search”

and bingo, Arbiter will bring
up all the U-12 and U-14
Boys and Girls Division 4
that you can ref in the next
14 days. Let's say instead,
you want to see all the U-14
Girls Division 1, 3, and 4
which are all located
together. Hold down
“Control” on your
computer, click on the first
U-14 G games and scroll
down, still holding down
“Control”, till you reach the
last U-14 G games, click,
release “Control” and click
on “Search”. This will bring
up every U-14 G games in
the next fourteen days. If
no games show up, try
“Master Schedule”.

Starting from your
homepage, look to the far
left column. Between
“Schedule” and “Self-
Assign” is “Master
Schedule”. Click onit.
Arbiter will bring up every
game, past, present, and
future in the system. On the

top there is a line with
“All Sports and Levels”,
Calendar, “All Sites”, etc.
This is what you want to
manipulate. Let’s say you
want to see all the
games on October 14.
Click on the little
calendar. Click on
“October 14", followed
by clicking on “Go”.
Arbiter will bring up all
the games on October
14. Now, if you look at
the end of the line, you
will see “View Slots”, click
on it and it will show you
all the referee slots on
each game for October
14. If there are no
referees named and just
a straight line, then that
slot is open to self-
assignment. Many
referees use “Master
Schedule” first to see
where the games are,
pick the games they
want, and then go to
“Self-Assign” using the
game levels under “All
Sports and Levels” to find
their games.

Let's say you want to
see all the U-12 B4
games on October 14

at Robert Livermore
fields and what slots are
available. Go back to
the top line. Clicks on U-
12 B blu under “All
Sports and Levels”, then
click on October 14
under “Calendar”,
followed by clicking on

...continued on page 8.
Robert Livermore under

October 2007
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Situation 1: Restart after Goal

The Red team is attacking and makes a
long pass, Blue defender runs toward
the ball and calls out "Mine" and then
clears the ball up field. The Center blows
the whistle and awards an indirect free
kick to the Red attacking team. This
type of play happens again during the
game where the Blue defender calls out
that he has the ball, "l got it." The Center
again awards an indirect free kick to

the attacking team.

Team B had scored a goal. At this point
they were losing 5-2. Team A, (ahead),
recovered the ball in order to kick off
and restart the game. As the player
from Team A was carrying the ball back
to the center without unnecessary
delay, a player from Team B punched
at the ball in order to dislodge it from
the player on Team A. The player from
Team A was able to retain possession of
the ball and continued to advance
toward the center of the field. The
player from Team B at this time
punched the player from Team A in the
arm, again attempting to dislodge the
ball. No fouls were called.

Disclaimer: Van Henson's personal
perspective.

What is assessor looking for before the
game?
Arrival time
Look and demeanor
Conduct of the pregame technical
matters (safety check of field)
During the game:
. General mechanics
Good communications
Static play positioning (restarts)
Dynamic positions (in run of play)
What is the referee looking at
during the game?
Make appropriate foul selection?
What do the teams want on that
day, at that time, at that place?
(could be very different tomorrow)
Game control techniques
Issue appropriate cards? Do the
cards buy him anything?
What is the card technique? What
is the impact (help or hinder)?

Does the team against whom the goal
was scored have the right to advance
the ball back to center, as long as it is
done without delay of the game?

Who legally has possession of the ball
after the goal is scored? Only
wondering about who can legally
advance the ball back to kick off?

Situation 2: "ROLLING" BALL AT A
KICK-OFF; NOT SAME AS FREE
KICK

At the kickoff, a player rests his foot on
top of the ball and rolls it forward, but
then without lifting his boot from the ball
rolls it backward to a team-mate
behind. The question is whether this is a
valid restart. On the one hand, the ball
is in play because it has been touched
and moves forward into the opponents’
half, and is not played twice because
the ball was never released. On the
other hand, the ball changes direction
180 degrees, as it would do with a
second touch, thus violating the spirit of
the law.

This has been happening with more
frequency here in amateur league

Common problem areas for AR’s:

. Ball watching — AR spends 80
percent of the time watching
game. Suggestion is to reverse this.
Get to know the 2 nd to the last
defender well in behavior/action.
AR not square with field
Can't see the touchline (can’ t
square up). Be a yard back
When sprinting to goal, AR cannot
see the line and will drift, make a
frequent glances a the corner flag,
losing contact with the offside line?

Common problem areas for Referees:
. Slave to the diagonal
Miller mantra — move in the general
direction that the ball is moving
and at speed of the players around
Not matching speed of players
Poor starting positions lead to poor
dynamic positions
Too close
Missing persistent infringement
Were his actions consistent with the
LOTG and the ATR?

ADVANTAGE

games. The first time | saw it | made the
players restart and told them to forget
about the 'trickery'. I'm not sure this was
correct, but it was accepted. | then
brought it up in a group of very senior
referees, including a national referee of
longstanding. Basically everyone stood
around scratching their heads, so we
agreed it should be presented to you
for your opinion. As a final note, on
Sunday, a kickoff was taken as above,
but instead of releasing the ball
backwards, the player, again without
releasing it, or in any other way making
a second touch, brought the ball
forward again into the opponents' half
(thus, | suppose, complying with the
spirit of the law as well as the letter, so |
let it go).where the Blue defender calls
out that he has the ball, "l got it." The
Center again awards an indirect free
kick to the attacking team.

After the game the Blue coach
guestioned the calls and was told, "The
defender was using trickery which
impeded the progress of the Red
players playing the ball". Is there some
rule that | am unaware of that | don't
understand the interpretation of?

Photos from Sept LRA meeting

October 2007
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Recent Referee Photos




Situation 1: Restart after Goal USSF answer (October 9, 2007):

The reason no "fouls" were called during the moveme nt of the ball
back to the center of the field is that no foul may be committed
when play has already been stopped.

After the referee has stopped play for the goal, the ball, although
"dead" until play is restarted with a kick-off, does belong to the
team against which the goal was scored. Traditionall y the ball is
carried back to the center spot by the team against w hich the
goal was scored (Team A). A player who provokes con frontation

by deliberately touching the ball after the referee

play may be cautioned for delaying the restart of p
be the case of the player from the scoring team (B)
interfering with the Team A player carrying the ball

has stopped
lay. This would
who was

to the center

of the field.
In the incident cited, Team B, perhaps believing tha t A was
moving too slowly to carry the ball back to the cente r circle for

the kick-off, tried to take the ball that "belonged"
B has no right at any time to request that the ball b
it.

to Team A. Team
e given over to

The Team B player should have been cautioned for de
restart of play when he/she initially tried to take
from Team A. If this had occurred, perhaps the subs

laying the
the ball away
equent punch

by B would have been avoided. If the two actions ha ppened so
closely together that the referee had no time to issu e the caution,
then the Team B player should have been sent off for violent

conduct and the attempt to delay the restart included in the
match report as additional misconduct.

ADVANTAGE

P 4
Situation 2: "ROLLING" BALL AT A KICK-OFF; NOT SAME AS FREE
KICK

While the procedure you describe, rolling the ball f orward, etc.,
is not what we would allow on a free kick (see belo w) and
certainly not what is required by Law 8, it is comm only
accepted practice for kick-offs at all levels of soc cer.

The kick-off, like the throw-in, is simply away to  get the game
restarted when the ball has left the field. Itis, a nd should be,
regarded as a relaxed and less tense way of doing so

What you describe does not meet the requirements of Law 8
for a kick-off. Unless the player performing the ki ck-off
incorrectly gains some unfair benefit, we are inclin ed to
consider the violation. We would recommend that you

consider it trifling and punish it only if the play  ers begin to take

even greater advantage of the referee's kindness.

If we are dealing with a free kick, the requirements of Law 13
would apply completely: When the restart of play is based on
the ball being kicked and moved, the referee must e nsure that
the ball is indeed kicked (touched with the foot in a kicking
motion) and moved (caused to go from one place to

another). Being "kicked" does not, for example, incl ude an
action in which the ball is dragged by continuous ¢ ontact with
the foot. Being "moved" does not, for example, includ e the ball
simply quivering, trembling, or shaking as aresult  of light
contact. The referee must make the final decision on what is
and is not "kicked and moved" based on the spirit an d flow of

the match. In all events, the ball must be put into play properly.

“Sites”, then lastly click on “View Slots”. Arbite  r will bring up all the U-12 B4 games on October 14 at Robert
Livermore and all the referee slots for each game. Note that if you want to see all the games on Octo ber 14, you
have to click on both the calendar and “Go”, but if you want to see all the ref slots on October 14,y ou only have
to click on calendar and then “View Slots”. You do n’t have to click on “Go”. That's because “View SI ots” acts as
“Go”.

OK, you have checked your calendar, and you are unb locked. You have also checked “Master Schedule” an d
you know there are games you can ref, but “Self-Ass ign” still is not showing them. What to do? There is one last

thing you can do. Arbiter shows only the first 50
you the first 50 games, but not the remaining 75.
games, because all you see is Saturday games. If o
on the “Self-Assign” page, life would be easy, but
Return to your homepage and click on calendar. Blo
games for unblocked. Then go back to “Self-Assign”

You have done all the above and nothing works: no g

One last thing. Everyone knows you can only assign
Russett's Once Secret Method, you can actually assi
assign yourself 3 games. At 5 minutes after 10, as
located in Denver and at 10:01 PM Pacific Time, it
Note that you can’t assign games the next day till

games you can do. If you can do 125 games, Arbiter
Usually you run into this problem when you try assi
nly Arbiter allowed you to select dates with the li
Arbiter doesn’t, so you can do the pain in the sit
ck all the days, and leave only the day you want to see

will only show
gning Sunday
ttle calendar
be down way.

ames are showing up. Now you call or email David o r myself.
yourself three games a day. However, if you use t he Bill
gn yourself 6 games. How does this work? At10ti 1l 10 PM,
sign yourself 3 more games. It works because Arbit  er Central is
is a minute past midnight Central Time and therefor e a new day.
after 10 PM because you have already assigned for t hat day.

October 2007

www.livermorerefs.org



ADVANTAGE

Everyone has a story
they tell often to other
referees. That one odd
situation where previous
instruction did not
exactly cover in class.
The time something
obscure or completely

unexpected
happened.

Share that story with
the rest of the group.
Let others consider

how they might have

handled the situation.

So, what is your story?
Send in your tale
(removing real names)
to
coreynelsonagc@aol.c
om for an upcoming
issue. Anonymous
entries are accepted.

What stories to you have
to share?

What do you need to
know?

Livermore Referee Association www.livermorerefs.org/
CNRA — District Il
Cal-North Referee Administration ~ www.cnra.net/

United States Soccer Federation ~ www.ussoccer.com/referees/index.jsp.html
FIFA www.fifa.com/en/index.html

Livermore Youth Soccer League www.lysl.org/

What can we help you

www.d3refs.com/ with?

How can you help?

The Steering Committee is comprised of elected offic
coordinators. There are each deeply involved with th
committed to helping support local soccer officiati

how we can be a service to you.

ers and appointed
e association and are
ng needs. Let us know

President Bill G. Hoppes president@livermorerefs.org D25-606-7986
Vice Bill Russett vicepresidentl@livermorerefs.or 925-455-0156
President P 019 )
\1/-\;235;::” Bob Dashner treasurer@livermorerefs.org 925-294-8623
Secretary David Bunch Secretaryl@livermorerefs.org 025-455-1214
L.Y.SL/LRA Brian Hufford refereeofficer@livermorerefs.org 925-373-7952
Liaison
Instruction
. PEN

Coordinator o
Mentor
Coordinator OPEN
AsSiaNors Tanya Hoppes | assignorl@livermorerefs.org 925-606-7986

9 David Bunch dbunchassignor@aol.com 925-455-1214
gi\évrsdlient;eur)r Corey Nelson coreynelsonagc@aol.com 9p5-455-1214

October 2007 www.livermorerefs.org
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We're on the Web!
See us at:
www.livermorerefs.org

Each meeting is focused to
bring a variety of news and
current information to the
attendees.

Fine Tuning the Thinking
Referee is the keystone
video to this month’s
meeting. Clips from various
games showing offside,
misconduct, fouls, keeper

The Livermore Referee
Association is comprised of
trained and registered
referees that provide
officiating services for the
local youth soccer
association.

play, and others are played
and discussed. Comparing
notes on recent games and
talk about the upcoming
LYSL Halloween Tournament
will be open topics as well.

As always, we have snacks,
good videos, and great
discussion with your fellow
referees.

Membership in the
Livermore Referee
Association is open to all
persons in the community
who have successfully
completed an entry level
soccer referee clinic, which
requires attending the

LIVERMORE REFEREE ASSOCATION

IN ASSOCIATION WITH LYSL

PO BOX 54

LIVERMORE, CA 94551-0054

ADVANTAGE

Meetings are held at the
Livermore Public Library main
branch (next to the Police
Station) at 1188 South
Livermore Avenue, Livermore,
CA. These catered meetings
are held at 7:00 PM on the
fourth Monday of every
month. The public is welcome
to attend.

required training sessions
given by certified USSF
instructors, having
successfully passed the
qualifying USSF examination
and maintaining their status
as a USSF-registered
referee.

October 2007

www.livermorerefs.org



