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What would you do scenarios are the main presentati on and open
forum for discussion. Prepared scenarios as well as  those from the
members will be a hot bed of great discussions (as they always
are). As always, these meetings are open to the pu blic.

NEXT MEETING is Monday, February 23 at 7pm. Our gue st speaker
will be Van Henson , the District 11l Director of Instruction.

At the December meeting, the Livermore Referee

Committee was re-elected by unanimous vote with no

other nominations prior to the meeting or from the floor.
The LYSL Liaison and Youth Representative are appointe  d
by the President and also remain the same from 2008

2009 LRA Steering Committee
President: David Bunch
Vice President:  Bill Russett
Secretary: Tim Shepodd
Treasurer: Bob Dasher
LYSL Liaison: Cheryl Clark
Youth Representative:  Alex Fairclough

The paymaster, Bob Dasher, and the assignors, Corey Nelson and David Bunch ,
positions are paid positions and also remain the sa me by appointment. The
newsletter continues to be created and edited by Corey Nelson this year.

The awards for the Referees of the Year were present  ed as were the
recognitions for the Top 10 Performers for calendar 2008. More information on
these awards later in this newsletter.

Congratulations and Thank You to these volunteers an d award winners!



Off Season is a great time to re-read the Laws of
the Game (LOTG) and Advice to the Referees
(which we gave out to those present at the Dec
Meeting/AGM. Have family quiz you. It is surprising
how much you remember, what you might have
forgotten.

Remember that it is easier to keep up on your
general conditioning than starting the season from
scratch. The gym, the track, whatever you can fit
in on a regular basis will pay off.

Everyone please give these top ten performers for
2008 a handshake (and maybe some foot pads)
when you see them on the field next time.
Combined these ten referees did 28% of all the
games last year!

Steve Compton (80) Ron Shaffer (75)
Gary Lazar (74)
Laura Ullrich (62)
Chris Kirby (56)
Brent Koch (53)

David Bunch (62)
Blake Russett (54)
Bob Dashner (52)

Situation 1: DROP BALL POSITIONS pjay to continue, but when the

When a dropped ball occurs,
must all players, other than
the two opposing players, be

Bill "the Dad" Hoppes (68)

player handles the ball, gives the
free kick in that players favor.
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Each year the association
recognizes a few individuals
that that excelled this year.
Congratulations to the

following referees for their -
growth and performance! ¥ s
[ U 0
Referee of the Year g ! L

Bob Dashner
Youth Referees of the Year
Alex Fairclough , Kelsey Parsons
Rookie of the Year

Jason Zielinski (adult), Devin Shepodd (youth
male), Alison Burkland (youth female)

Most Improved
Tim Shepodd (adult), Ryan Emanuel (youth)

Both Alex Fairclough and Kelsey Parsons were
also recognized in front of everyone at District

3’s Youth Referee Dinner. In attendance was
CYSA District 3 Commissioner Donna Kerger and
State Referee Youth Assignor, Tom Starr.

Situation 3: SIX-SECOND RESTRICTION

Goalkeeper B1 has held the ball with
both hands for five seconds. Fearing

at least 10 yards from the ball
when the official drops the
ball?

Source: “Referee Magazine” 12/08

Situation 2: REFEREE DECISION
MAKING

| have become frustrated on
many occasions when an
opposition player, after going
down feeling he was fouled,
has place his arms around
the ball to stop it from
moving. It often seems to be
the case that before this
happens, the referee allows

Recently in a game | was
watching, the opposite of this
happened, and when the player
handled it, a free kick was given
the other way. The only obvious
reason for this would be hand
ball. In this case, why was a
yellow or even red card not
given, since it was a deliberate
hand ball?

The only other reason that a free
kick was given was because of
simulation, and in that case, what
could be the reason for

Source: “Ask A Ref”

www.askasoccerreferee.com

a six-second infraction, B1 drops the
ball on the ground, and then spends
another five seconds dribbling the
ball with feet before kicking it to B4.

Source: “Referee Magazine” 12/08
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Bob Dashner is the LRA Treasurer.

Recently, he was awarded
Referee of the Year for 2008.

~

Livermore Referee Association
(LRA): Congratulations on Referee
of the Year. You were also a top
10 performer this year. What
made you become a referee?

BOB: Like most people, my
daughter was playing the game,

so | thought | would try it. | took an
open class with about 20 people

in it. Duane Rueppel and Cory
Kohl were the instructors. That was
about 1984-85 or so. [editor note:
Duane is still an active LRA
referee.]

LRA: What were some of your
early games like?

BOB: Well, in one of my first
games, | was an AR for Terry
Broderick . In one of the U16 boys

was a parent with a kid on the
team. He was a vocal spectator
with great passion for the
game. [editor note: Terry is still
an active referee and currently
assigns all the High School and
College matches locally. Earl
lives in Brentwood and
continues to referee in
Livermore for years. His son
Gavin went on to be and still is
an active MLS player.]

LRA What advice would you
give new referees?

BOB: Do not be afraid of

making mistakes. We ALL make
them throughout our years of
officiating. That is how we learn
and improve. Be realistic about
your growth. It takes time to
expand your experience,

practice your skills. The 1-3 years
is common to really become
accomplished.

LRA What have you found to

This is the 2008 LRA meeting calendar so fill outy our
calendar now so the dates are handy throughout the
year. Always check web site for updates.

LRA Meeting (Livermore Library)
LRA Meeting (Livermore Library)
Mar 23, 7pm LRA Meeting (Livermore Library)

Apr 27, 7pm  LRA Meeting (Livermore Library)
May NO LRA Meeting

Jun 22, 7pm  LRA Meeting (Livermore Library)
Jul 27, 7pm  LRA Meeting (Livermore Library)

Aug 24, 7pm LRA Meeting (Livermore Library)
LRA Meeting (Livermore Library)
LRA Meeting (Livermore Library)
NO LRA Meeting

LRA Meeting (Location TBD)

| (k\@tl‘x

Bob Dasher, Jan 2008

f/

be effective ways to grow?

BOB: Accepting and giving
feedback...at any Grade level
or years of experience. We all
have areas we are working to
improve. Listen to others. Help
them grow by giving them
feedback. Ask questions
frequently

LRA What else have you done
as a referee?

BOB: | have been on the LRA
Committee for years as the
Treasurer. | am a trained mentor
and used to help  John Hinton
assign tournaments...back
before Arbiter and computers
even!

Thank you, Bob, for your years of service

to Livermore, including being a 2008 Top
10 Performer.

January 2009
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Welcome to 2009! Ready? We
are!

2008 QUICK LOOK. A glance at
last year shows where we all
spend more of our officiating

be as flexible as possible while
also trying to get every game
covered. Below is how many
referees contributed towards
that goal.

time! Of those games, 94% Category Referees %
played, 3% were canceled, 2% (games done)
rained out, and 1% were forfeit. Top ingg)rmers 16 11.00%
2008 GMS| % |[Slots| % Strong Performers 27 18.50%

Division 4 488 50% (1094 [49% Good%gﬁﬁ{)umrs

— 37 25.30%
Division 3 107 [11% (321 [14% S.ﬂ.#?l
Division 1 154 [16% [462 [21% Performers (1-9) 39 26.70%
D1 Tournament (108 [11% (33 (1% Non Performers 27 18.50%
D3 Tournament B1 8% [243 [11% © .
\World Cup 10 1% (14 (1% 146 100.00%
June Cup CLEANING HOUSEWe are
(Adult) 21 2% 63 [3% doing some housecleaning in
TOTALS 969 [100%2230(100% | Arbiter as usual in the early

The nice thing about refereeing
is that one can arrange games
around their schedule. We try to

Livermore Referee Association
hosted its annual Pizza Dinner
Awards and AGM meeting in

December at Mountain Mike’s.

The details are in the President’s
report earlier in this newsletter.
Here are some of the photos
taken.

Award Winners

months. After FEB 15, we will be
cleaning out the old date to
prepare for the 2009 year
games. Please save your game

Award Winners
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information to your computer
before Feb 15, 2009 if you want
to keep that.

REGISTER FOR 2009he league
games are sanctioned and only
currently registered referees

can assigned. You should have
recently received a reminder
from us to re-register if you were
not on the 1/3/09 registered list

Instructions to register at found
on the Cal North Referee
Association web site at
http://www.cnra.net/renew/ren
ew_register.htm.

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS?lease
take note of the new LRA
assignor email address and
update your records. Corey

and David can be reached at
LRAassignor@aol.com_about
assignment and arbiter subjects.

Dec 2008 AGM & Pizza Dinner Mtg
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Situation 1: DROP BALL POSITIONS possibilities exist for solutions to this situation: (a)
the referee decides it was deliberate handling,
pure and simple, and awards the direct free

kick. (b) The referee endangers the safety of an
opponent, must be decides it was deliberate
handling and dissent, and cautions the player

and then restarts with the direct free kick. (c) The
referee decides it was dissent and cautions the
player and restarts with an indirect free kick.

Some referees instruct the two opposing players to

allow the ball to hit the ground before they play i t—
or it will not be in play and must be re-dropped. N 0
code of rules requires other players to be 10 years

(or any measured distance) from the ball. FIFA

allows an uncontested dropped ball, if the referee’ s
sense of fairness dictates that it is the appropria  te
action to take given the circumstances.

Situation 2: REEEREE DECISION MAKING As t(_) simulation, there is no reason not to give a
caution, unless the referee decides that he or

Strange and mysterious are the ways of referees. It she knows better than the Law Givers and flouts

would appear that there is a vast difference their instructions in the Laws of the Game.

between what you see happening on the field and

what the referees see. Situation 3: SIX-SECOND RESTRICTION

For five seconds, B1 had possession. By dropping
the ball to the ground, B1 gives up possession
and any team A player could have challenged

for the ball. B1 could dribble the ball for as long
as she wants (using time, not wasting time) but

In the first case you cite, it would seem that the
referee him- or herself was not certain what was
happening and allowed the player to determine the
call. We do not like this.

In the second case, it would seem that the referee could not reach down and touch the ball a

made a partially correct decision. Several second time — that would be a violation.

The Steering Committee is comprised of elected offic ers and appointed coordinators. There are each
deeply involved with the association and are commit ted to helping support local soccer officiating nee ds.

Let us know how we can be a service to you.

President David Bunch presidentl@aol.com 925-455-1214
Vice President Bill Russett vicepresidentl@livermorerefs.org 925-455-0156
Treasurer Bob Dashner treasurerl@livermorerefs.org 925-294-8623
Secretary Tim Shepodd secretaryl@livermorerefs.org 925-373-7821
LYSL/LRA ) .
. Cheryl Clark refereeofficer@livermorerefs.org
Liaison
Youth . Alex Fairclough youthrepresentative@livermorerefs.org
Representative )
. Corey Nelson assignorl@livermorerefs.org
Assignors . . 925-455-1214
David Bunch LRAassignor@aol.com
Newsletter
Corey Nelson coreynelsonagc@aol.com 925-455-1214

Coordinator

January 2009 www.livermorerefs.org
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We're on the Web!
See us at:
www.livermorerefs.org

Each meeting is focused to
bring a variety of news and
current information to the
attendees.

This month the main topic of
discussion will be a set of
prepared scenarios
exercising your knowledge
and memory of the “Advice
to the Referee” publication.

The Livermore Referee
Association is comprised of
trained and registered
referees that provide
officiating services for the
local youth soccer
association.

This type of quiz and open
forum discussion are a vastly
popular part of any meeting.
Adding to the value of the
discussion are examples
discussed from actual games
we have experienced. Join
the talk and see if you can
get it right according to the
ATR.

Membership in the
Livermore Referee
Association is open to all
persons in the community
who have successfully
completed an entry level
soccer referee clinic, which
requires attending the

LIVERMORE REFEREE ASSOCATION

IN ASSOCIATION WITH LYSL

PO BOX 54

LIVERMORE, CA 94551-0054
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Meetings are held at the
Livermore Public Library main
branch (next to the Police
Station) at 1188 South
Livermore Avenue, Livermore,
CA. These catered meetings
are held at 7:00 PM on the
fourth Monday of every
month. The public is welcome
to attend.

required training sessions
given by certified USSF
instructors, having
successfully passed the
qualifying USSF examination
and maintaining their status
as a USSF-registered
referee.
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