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LRA Meeting – Mar 23, 7pm 
Livermore Public Library, 1188 South Livermore Aven ue 

 
 

District III Scores State YROY Again! 

 

 

 

We have some open forum questions for the members a bout 

direction of LRA of which your input would be great ly valued. In 

addition, news from the recent USYS National Conven tion will be 

presented. The ever popular “What Would You Do” sce narios and 

a video will be the key draw for this meeting. 

 

The following LRA meeting will be held Monday, Apri l 25, 2009. 
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During US Youth Soccer 

National Workshop this 

month, California North 

Referee Association 

(CNRA) presented the 

District Youth Referees of 

the Year (YROY) with their 

recognition from the 

state. 

The Female award for CNRA YROY went to District III ’s Christine 

Walden  (center above with her state award) by State Youth 

Referee Coordinator, Tom Starr. She and Ben Rigel  (left) were 

earlier presented with by Tim Kirk (right), the new DIII District 

Youth Referee Administrator. 
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From the Touchline 
  

What Would You Do?                                     (answers on page 5)  
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So the gym is working out pretty good. We have 
been taking our own advice and not only doing 
Winter and Spring games, but also becoming a 
regular at “Lifestyles” gym. Have seen a few of you  
around taking similar steps to keep in shape. 
Wonderful. 
 
Fitness extends past the physical also. Re-read the  
“Laws of the Game”. Going back to the basics is 
always worth the effort. The online version of the 
2008-2009 LOTG is available at 
www.fifa.com/mm/document/affederation/feder
ation/81/42/36/lotg_en.pdf . 
 
There a several sites for additional referee 
information. Here are a few that I recommend: 
 
“U.S. Soccer’s ‘Official Take’, were officiating 
experts from U.S. Soccer's referee program 
provide instructional and informative 
commentary and analysis on current issues and 
events in the world of soccer.”  

 

http://ussoccer-
referees.blogspot.com/  
 
Questions posed to this 
website are answered by Jim 
Allen , USSF National Instructor 
Staff/National Assessor . 
http://www.askasoccerrefere
e.com/  
 
Bob Evans, referee of many accomplishments. 
http://fortheintegrityofsoccer.blogs.com/  
 
Good stories from experiences on the field. 
http://www.refblog.com/  
 
And of course more local links are: 
 
CNRA: http://www.cnra.net/main/index.htm  
District III Referees: http://www.district3refs.org/  
LRA: http://www.livermorerefs.org/  
 
See you  fit and ready on the field soon.  

Situation 1: DEALING WITH 
COACHES' ATTEMPTS TO 
INFLUENCE YOU 

Blue coach has substitutes on 
the halfway line ready to enter 
the game. Ball goes out of touch 
in blue's favor but before AR can 
signal to the CR that blue wishes 
to sub, the blue player steps up 
and takes a quick throw in. 
Under sceanrio 1, CR allows play 
to continue upon which the blue 
coach protests that his subs 
weren't allowed to enter the 
game as he intended. Under the 
second scenario, CR recognizes 
his error, stops play to allow the 
substitution, upon which the blue 
coach protests that the CR has 
taken away the advantage that 
his player gained by taking the 
quick throw. For a typical youth 
game, which decision do you 
consider to be correct?  

Source: “Ask A Ref” 
http://www.drix.net/jim/ 

Situation 2: KICKING BALL AWAY 

A8, dribbling the ball up the field with 
no other players nearby, stumbles 
and falls – the ball remains within 
reach. Before A8 can get up, A8 sees 
B3 approaching, so A8 kicks the ball 
away before B3 is close enough to 
play the ball. The referee should do 
what? 

a.  Stop play and caution A8 for 
dangerous play. Restart with 
an indirect free kick. 

b.  Stop play and restart with an 
indirect free kick to team B 
for dangerous play. 

c.  Stop play and restart with a 
dropped ball; it was not A8’s 
fault. 

d.  Allow play to continue; there 

is no infraction 

Source: “Referee Magazine” 1/08   

 

Situation 3: ENTERING PENALTY AREA 

As A10 takes a penalty kick, A8 enters 
the penalty area after the signal for 
the kick and before the kick is taken. 
The ball rebounds off keeper B2, back 
into play. The referee’s decision 
should be what? 

a.  Play on, do not stop the 
game 

b.  Blow the whistle and award 
an indirect free kick to team 
B where A8 entered the 
penalty area. 

c.  Retake the kick. 

Source: “Referee Magazine” 1/08   
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Calendar  
 

Interview with Corey Nelson  
  

 
 

 

 
Corey Nelson, Grade 8 

This is the 2009 LRA meeting calendar so fill out y our 
calendar now so the dates are handy throughout the 
year. Always check web site for updates. 

Apr 4 LYSL Spring League starts 

Apr11 State Wide Clinic ( Veterans Memorial 
Hall, 522 South L Street)  

Apr 27, 7pm LRA Meeting (Livermore Library) 

May No May LRA Meeting 

Jun 22, 7pm LRA Meeting (Livermore Library) 

Jul 27, 7pm LRA Meeting (Livermore Library) 

Aug 24, 7pm LRA Meeting (Livermore Library) 

Sep 28, 7pm LRA Meeting (Livermore Library) 

Oct 26, 7pm LRA Meeting (Livermore Library)  

Nov No Nov LRA Meeting 

Dec 7, 7pm LRA Meeting AGM/Awards (Loc. TBD) 

Photo Gallery 

 

Left to right: Sam Hoppes (no hair due to Cal-
Maritime college), Tanya Hoppes (4 th official), 

John Hinton (center), David Bunch. 

June Cup, Independence Park, Livermore, June 2007  

Corey Nelson  is currently the 
primary LRA Assignor as wells as 
active in many soccer groups. 

 

Livermore Referee Association 
(LRA): Is assigning referees 
challenging? 

COREY: Not surprisingly, assigning 
is a challenge. It exercises my 
organizational and inter-personal 
to do the best job I can. LRA has 
over 2,000 games a year that 
need referee coverage. Referees 
are each individual people with 
sometimes different goals which 
are also a consideration when 
making assignments. 

LRA: How long have your been 
assigning referees? 

COREY: For LRA, I started training 
a few years ago. Officially I took 
over as primary the beginning of 
last fall. Additionally, I assigned for 

local men and women leagues 
for a while now and hope to 
help out with the co-ed more 
formally this year. Since I work 
with so many referees, I can 
help fill the gap between up 
and coming referees and the 
different opportunities 
available. 

LRA: You have been associated 
with Livermore a long time, 
correct? 

COREY: I have lived in Livermore 
since 4 th grade. My dad was a 
Navigator for the Air Force and 
moved over to the LLNL lab 
which brought us here. As for 
the LYSL, I just completed 10 
years on the board holding 
many positions over the years 
including AGC, Equipment 
Manager, and President. 

LRA: What are some of your 
other activities and interests? 

COREY: Reading everything I 
find. As the CYSA Recreation 

Committee Chairperson, I have 
the opportunity to work with a 
wide variety of soccer people 
and bring back a lot of new 
ideas and information to our 
local league and referee 
association. 

LRA: Where to you work off the 
field? 

COREY: After starting my 
working career in video game 
testing when the industry 
started, I have spent the last 12 
years working on interactive 
television for cable.  I have 
been a Senior Quality 
Assurance Manager for TiVo for 
almost three years now. 

Thank you for your time, Corey. Best 
luck in 2009. 
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From the Assignors 
� �

 
�

Past Meeting Recap – Feb 2009 
    

  

Positioning was this month’s 
topic “positioning”, by Van 
Henson . Key points made 
including the importance of 
being in shape, angles of view, 
proximity appropriate to play, 
bracketing the play between 
the center and Asst. referee. 

Some principles of good 
positioning the group came up 
with there angle of view, close 
but not in play, bracket the 
play, anticipate the play, 
match speed and direction of 
players. 

Starting from a good position, 
DSC is more like “guidelines” 
than actual results, move with 
the ball at speed of players, use 
dead time, vacate space the 

 

SPRING HIGH COMP GAMES START 
ARPIL 4! These games will be self-
assignable. The assignor reserves 
the right as always to directly assign 
as circumstances require. 

TO UPDATE YOUR CALENDAR: 
1. After logging in, click on 

“Calendar” under “Blocks” 
2. Select one of the “Action” 

options to view, block all day, 
block part day, or clear blocks 

3. Set the Time Range and/or 
Date Range 

4. Click on date in the calendar 
to apply the change in Action 
and Time or Date Range 

5. To check the blocks for a date 
and not make the change: 

a.  Select “View 
Schedule” under 
“Action” options 

b.  Click on a date 
c.  The games scheduled 

and/or blocked out 
times will appear 

6. To clear a blocked time (not 
the entire day) 

a.  Select “View 
Schedule” under 
“Action” options 

b.  Click on a date 
c.  Click the trash can (to 

delete) by the blocked 
time list at the bottom 
of the screen. There is 
no “are you sure” 
message, it just deletes 
the block. 

CHECKING FOR GAMES: 
1. Update your calendar before 

checking for available games. 
2. Click on “Self Assign” under 

“Schedules”  
3. Select the age group and hit 

“Search”. Results shown if: 
a.  Within your ranking 
b.  Days/times your 

calendar open 
c.  Game is not already 

assigned to someone 
else 

4. Click “Go” on positions that you 

want to self-assign to 
REMINDERS: 
�  Once you self- assigned a 

game, you can not self un-
assign. You need to email 
“ assignors1@livermorerefs.org ” 
to make changes.  Sometimes 
a referee makes a mistake of 
one’s personal plans change, 
which is understandable. 

�  If you are assigned a game by 
the assigner and can not make 
that commitment, you have 
the ability to “decline” an 
assignment in your schedule. 
You also the option to 
“accept”, of course! 

 
If you have questions about games, 
referee status, or other games or 
assignment subjects, please email 
assignor1@livermorerefs.org 
(forwards to current assignor email 
account of LRAassignor@aol.com). 
For urgent referee matters, you can 
call Corey’s celphone at 925-216-
1807. 
 

 

Tim Kirk  (DIII DYRA), Krystal 
Yant  (Region IV), Tom Starr  
(SYRA), Ben Rigel  (DIII Male 

YROY), Christine Walden  (DIII 
Female YROY and CNRA State 

YROR), Tessie King , Gary King  
(retired DIII DYRAs) 

CNRA, San Jose, Feb 2009 
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players want or need, see 
where the play will go 
comprised Van’s list. 

“Guide to Procedures” has 
some useful diagrams the last 
two years. 

Four questions to ask about 
your position: 

o Clear view of ball, kicker, 
wall, landing zone 

o Good path to play 

o Good escape route 

o And so much more 

Bill Miller manta “Always move 
in the general direction of the 
ball, at the speed of the 
players around you.” Walk 
when the players walk; jog 
wh en they jog.  
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“What Would You Do?” Answers 
  

LRA Steering Committee and Contacts 
 

The Steering Committee is comprised of elected offic ers and appointed coordinators. There are each 
deeply involved with the association and are commit ted to helping support local soccer officiating nee ds. 
Let us know how we can be a service to you. 

President David Bunch president1@aol.com 925-455-1214 

Vice President Bill Russett vicepresident1@livermorerefs.org 925-455-0156 

Treasurer Bob Dashner treasurer1@livermorerefs.org 925-294-8623 

Secretary Tim Shepodd secretary1@livermorerefs.org 925-373-7821 

LYSL/LRA 
Liaison 

Cheryl Clark refereeofficer@livermorerefs.org  

Youth 
Representative Alex Fairclough youthrepresentative@livermorerefs.org  

Assignors 
Corey Nelson 

David Bunch 

assignor1@livermorerefs.org  

LRAassignor@aol.com 
925-455-1214 

Newsletter 
Coordinator 

Corey Nelson coreynelsonagc@aol.com 925-455-1214 

 

 

Situation 1: DEALING WITH COACHES' ATTEMPTS TO 
INFLUENCE YOU   

USSF answer (December 19, 2007): 

In your first scenario, you lay the blame on the AR , who 
has not signaled soon enough to indicate that a 
substitution is necessary. At this, the coach begin s 
objecting and protesting that his team didn't have its 
chance for a substitution because his own player to ok the 
throw-in too fast. Who can worry about a team that 
doesn't let its own players or that has players who  are too 
slow to recognize that a substitution for their sid e is about 
to happen?  

In the second scenario, you blame the referee for m aking 
an error -- which was not an error by the officials  at all -- as 
a consequence of which the coach begins objecting a nd 
protesting. Actually, in one sense it could be cons idered 
an error by the referee, who stopped a perfectly 
legitimate restart for no good reason.  

For a typical youth game, or for any game at all fo r that 
matter, pay no attention to what coaches say. Coach es 
have absolutely no authority in the game, but they will 
work the referee for every bit of advantage they ca n milk 
from any situation. The players make the decision a s to 

when they will restart -- unless otherwise instruct ed by 
the REFEREE, not the coach. Do what you have to do 
and live with it.  

Situation 2: KICKING BALL AWAY 

FIFA says Option D. Allow play to continue; there i s no 
infraction. (FIFA 12; Advice to the Referee 12.13) 

Situation 3: ENTERING PENALTY AREA 

FIFA says Option B. Blow the whistle and award an 
indirect free kick to team B where A8 entered the 
penalty area. (FIFA 12) 
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Where Do You Want to Go? 
   

About Our Organization 
   

 

 

 

The Livermore Referee 

Association is comprised of 

trained and registered 

referees that provide 

officiating services for the 

local youth soccer 

association. 

Membership in the 

Livermore Referee 

Association is open to all 

persons in the community 

who have successfully 

completed an entry level 

soccer referee clinic, which 

requires attending the 

required training sessions 

given by certified USSF 

instructors, having 

successfully passed the 

qualifying USSF examination 

and  maintaining their status 

as a USSF-registered 

referee.  

We often talk about how 

LRA is going, but let’s 

really brainstorm what 

we do and what we 

might want to do 

different. 

US Youth Soccer 

National Workshop 

report will be presented.  

“What Would You Do” 

scenarios are also fun. 

Each meeting is focused 

to bring a variety of news 

and current information to 

the attendees. 

Meetings are held at the 

Livermore Public Library 

main branch (next to the 

Police Station) at 1188 

South Livermore Avenue, 

Livermore, CA. These 

catered meetings are 

held at 7:00 PM on the 

fourth Monday of every 

month. The public is 

welcome to attend. 

Livermore Referee 
Association 
PO Box 54 
Livermore, CA 94551-0054 
 
Phone 
(925) 455-1214 
 
E-mail 
president@livermorerefs.org 
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We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 
www.livermorerefs.org 
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