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LRA Meeting – Apr 25, 7pm 
Livermore Public Library, 1188 South Livermore Aven ue 

 
 

CNRA Clinic A Huge Success 

 

 

 

Situations come up on the field and you have to thi nk fast…”What 

Should You Do?” Well, at the next meeting, you have  a little time to 

ponder before deciding. David Bunch , LRA President will be 

presented scenarios and letting the audience discus s possible 

decisions one might make on the field and explore o ptions. 

No meeting in May. The following LRA meeting will b e held June 22 

with guest speaker, Bill Miller, District III Direc tor of Assessment. 

 

 

 

Inside This Issue 

From the Touchline 2 

What Do You Do? 2 

Calendar 3 

USSF Directive 3  

From the Assignors 4 

Past Meeting Recap 4  

WWYD Answers 5 

Contact List 5 

About LRA 6 

 

On April 11, 2009, NorCal referees were 

treated to a fully engaging clinic 

featuring National Instructor, Herb Silva .  

Topics covered were “Game 

Management Model: Flow, Risk Taking & 

Game Control”, “Managing the 

Technical Area”, “Dissent, Free Kick and 

Restart Management”, “Contact Above 

the Shoulders”, and “100% Misconduct: 

Tactical and Red Card Tackles”. 

Attendees include USSF CNRA’s Dave 

Jones  and CYSA Referee Chairperson 

Tom Starr. Livermore Referee attendees  

David Bunch , Corey Nelson , Van 

Henson , Bill and Sam Hoppes , Bob 

Dashner , Brent Koch , Dan Dremalas . 

Thank you to Ken Mitchell  and Steve 

Plummer  for helping set up as well as 

Alex  and Robert Fairclough  for helping 

clean up. 

 
Veterans Memorial Hall in Livermore. 

 

 
Herb Silva captured the audience from 

start to finish. 
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From the Touchline 
  

What Would You Do?                                     (answers on page 5)  
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Much of the theme this year is that learning 
and improving one’s knowledge of the game 
and skills never ends. Taking the referee 
course how ever long ago was the start, not 
the full education on how to referee the sport. 

Much effort from others is made to 
continuously provide new materials, 
examples, and clarifications on the laws and 
how to apply them. 

The CNRA clinic held on April 11 was another 
opportunity to give current information and 
guidance from USSF. The written materials are 
available online. These will be parts of the LRA 
Member meeting presentations many times 
this year to explore in more detail for those 
that did not get to attend. 

New USSF Directives, such as the “Above the 
Shoulders Contact” mentioned in this  

 

newsletter, are found at 
http://www.ussoccer.com
/referees/refdev/directives
.jsp.html . Much of the 
material presented at the 
April 11 th presentation are 
also located here. 

The latest news from US Soccer's referee 
department (including MLS Week in 
Review, updates to the Laws of the Game, 
and Memorandums)  
visit: 
http://www.ussoccer.com/referees/index.js
p.html . 

The USSF “Official Take” blog is located at 
http://ussoccer-referees.blogspot.com/ . 

Keep in good mental, physical, and 
educated health and you will be more 
successful and happy in your games. 

Situation 1: UNNECESSARY 
WHISTLE FOR OFFSIDE 

Should the referee blow 
the whistle for offside when 
the keeper catches the 
ball cleanly with no 
attackers nearby, 
especially if the assistant 
referee raises the flag? 

Source: “Referee 
Magazine” 8/02 

 

Situation 2: Foul at Time 
Expires 

Just as time expires in the 
first half, the referee 
indicates that B3 
committed a foul against 

A9 in the team B penalty area. 
The referee should: 

a.  Caution B3 and restart 
the next half with a 
kickoff 

b.  Extend time for taking of 
the penalty kick 

c.  C. Inform the team 
captains that the 
second half will begin 
with a penalty kick 

d.  D. Take no action since 
time has expired and 
the half is over 

Source: “Referee Magazine” 
12/02  

 

Situation 3: ARE NETS 
REQUIRED? 

Must there be nets attached 
to goalpost and the crossbar 
before a match may begin? 

Source: “Referee Magazine” 
12/02  

Situation 4: INJURY? NOW 
WHAT? 

A player goes down for an 
injury and the coach has been 
given permission by the 
referee to enter the field to 
attend to the player. What 
should happen next? 

Source: “Referee Magazine” 
9/02  
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Calendar  
 

Above the Shoulder Directive 2/2/09  
  

 
 

 

 

Apr 27, 7pm LRA Meeting (Livermore Library) 

May No May LRA Meeting 

May 2-3 State Cup U14-U19 Championship 
Games 

May 22 Orange Bowl - Tracy, CA  

May 23-25 SF Cup Tournament 
http://www.sfcup.com/ 

Jun 13-16 US Club National Cup VIII (Boys) 
Modesto, CA 

Jun 15-21 USYS Region IV Championships – 
Lancaster, CA 

Jun 20-23 US Club National Cup VIII (Girls) 
Modesto, CA 

Jul 21-26 USYS Notional Championships – 
Lancaster, MA 

Jun 22, 7pm LRA Meeting (Livermore Library) 

Photo Gallery 

 

Left to right: Amy Kirby, Ken Mitchell, Pete Fee, 
Ryan, Bob Patton, Steve Compton, Nico Mora 

June Cup, Independence Park, Livermore, June 2007  
 

Guidance is provided for two 
(2) types of "Contact Above 
the Shoulder:" 

1. Ball In Play  

Contact made between 
opponents most often during 
aerial challenges and during 
attempts by players to create 
space when they have 
possession of the ball. Contact 
is generally initiated with the 
forearm or elbow and, at 
times, with the palm of the 
hand to an opponent's face 
as the player with the ball 
attempts to create space 
between himself and the 
opponent. Examples include 
but are not limited to:  

o Aerial challenges: players 
jumping up and often into 
opponents to win 
headers.  

o An attacker being held 
from behind while in 
possession of the ball: the 
attacker swings his 
arm/elbow/hand back 
into the opponent's face 
to attempt to disengage 
him. 

o An attacker has picked 
up speed and has 
pushed the ball by the 
defender and will pass 
the defender on his run 
with the ball: the 
defender uses his 
elbow/arm/hand in the 
facial region of the 
opponent to stop their 
progress. 

2. Dead Ball Situations  

o Deliberate and 
intentional contact to the 
face of an opponent 

while the ball is out of 
play. Most likely to occur 
during instances of game 
disrepute or mass 
confrontation. Contact is 
generally made with a 
part of the hand. 

Read the whole paper here: 
http://images.ussoccer.com/
Documents/cms/ussf/Conta
ct%20Above%20the%20Shoul
der.pdf  

Watch the video here: 
http://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=8fjO6C1q3VI&eurl  
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From the Assignors 
� �

 
�

Past Meeting Recap – Mar 2009 
    

  

Referee recruitment at LYSL 
in-person registration and 
more details on spring 
league were the main points 
of business.  

Side note: Thank you to the 
people that came to 
registration’s only in-person 
day to help recruit for this 
year. This include David 
Bunch , Corey Nelson , Ken 
Mitchell , Tim Shepodd , Alex 
Fairclough , and  Brent Koch . 

There will be two Grade 8 
and one Grade 9 (adults 
only) courses schedule for 
Livermore in July, August, 
and Sept, respectively. 

 

GAMES IN SPRING 

The games have been 
getting filled quickly and 
game reports are getting 
filled out quickly after the 
games – THANK YOU! 

Remember that one can 
only see the games in 
Livermore two weeks in 
advance of the game’s play 
date. Please do not take 
more than one center a day 
or more than two slots total in 
a day to share these few off-
full season games. Almost 
everyone has remembered 
this and we appreciate it. 

We hope you find the new 
sport level indications 
“Soccer CYSA” and “Soccer 

Norcal” are working to better 
show which playing rules are 
used on a match. Also 
remember that if the little 
pencil/paper icon, the 
“notes” are green, 
something has been entered 
about the game. Check 
there for any additional 
information from the assignor 
about that game 
specifically. 

As announced earlier, some 
U8 and U9 games were 
added recently by the 
league. They paid and filled 
with three-referee crews just 
like the U10 games. This is 
new for us since we do not 
normally assign referee to 
those age groups. 

If you have questions about 
games, referee status, or 
other games or assignment 
subjects, please email 
assignor1@livermorerefs.org 
(forwards to current assignor 
email account of 
LRAassignor@aol.com). For 
urgent referee matters, you 
can call Corey’s celphone at 
925-216-1807. 
 

2009 REGISTRATION 

We still have about 45 
referees that have not re-
registered for this year. 

Instructions to register from 
Cal North Referee 
Association web site: 
http://www.cnra.net/renew/r
enew_register.htm.  

 

LRA Direction Brainstorming 

 

Referee Recruitment at Registration 
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Changes in Arbiter were 
discussed, such as keeping 
game and referee history 
now (not cleanly out each 
year) and the sport/level 
change to show playing 
rules. 

Discussion on some direction 
LRA might continue or 
change in regards to Age 
Minimums, Mentoring, LRA 
�  Referee 
Communications, and other 
areas brought up by the 
attendees was held. Much 
of the discussion will be then 
discussed with the Steering 
Committee and in 
upcoming newsletters. 
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“What Would You Do?” Answers 
  

LRA Steering Committee and Contacts 
 

The Steering Committee is comprised of elected offic ers and appointed coordinators. There are each 
deeply involved with the association and are commit ted to helping support local soccer officiating nee ds. 
Let us know how we can be a service to you. 

President David Bunch president1@aol.com 925-455-1214 

Vice President Bill Russett vicepresident1@livermorerefs.org 925-455-0156 

Treasurer Bob Dashner treasurer1@livermorerefs.org 925-294-8623 

Secretary Tim Shepodd secretary1@livermorerefs.org 925-373-7821 

LYSL/LRA 
Liaison 

Cheryl Clark refereeofficer@livermorerefs.org  

Youth 
Representative Alex Fairclough youthrepresentative@livermorerefs.org  

Assignors 
Corey Nelson 

David Bunch 

assignor1@livermorerefs.org  

LRAassignor@aol.com 
925-455-1214 

Newsletter 
Coordinator 

Corey Nelson coreynelsonagc@aol.com 925-455-1214 

 

 

Situation 1: UNNECESSARY WHISTLE FOR OFFSIDE 

There is no need for that whistle, but not for the 
reason most referees think. Many referees might 
attribute the lack of a whistle to the advantage 
clause. However, I the keeper was able to 
collect the ball that cleanly in an unpressured 
manner, then perhaps all the elements of an 
offside infraction were not present. Perhaps the 
assistant referee erred in raising the flag to stop  
play. Perhaps the assistant was distracted or 
nervous at working at the highest level of play. 
But if the keeper catches the ball in an 
unpressured manner, no attacker gained an 
advantage, no attacker interfered with play 
and no attacker interfered with an opponent – 
not enough to disrupt play and thus it should be 
thought of as trifling. So, although there may 
have been one or several players in an offside 
position, no attackers were guilty of an offside 
infraction. 

Situation 2: Foul at Time Expires 

B. Extend the time for the taking of the 
penalty kick. 

Situation 3: ARE NETS REQUIRED? 

The answer varies by code. For matches 
played under the Laws of the Game, nets 
are not required. Law 1 says nets “may” be 
attached. Some league or competition 
rules may require nets, and as with other 
league rules, those requirements must be 
followed. 

Situation 4: INJURY? NOW WHAT? 

After a coach enters the field with referee 
permission, move away from where the 
coach is going to deal with the injured 
player.  Too often times a coach will attend 
less to the player than give the referee an 
earful. 
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Where Do You Want to Go? 
   

About Our Organization 
   

 

 

 

The Livermore Referee 

Association is comprised of 

trained and registered 

referees that provide 

officiating services for the 

local youth soccer 

association. 

Membership in the 

Livermore Referee 

Association is open to all 

persons in the community 

who have successfully 

completed an entry level 

soccer referee clinic, which 

requires attending the 

required training sessions 

given by certified USSF 

instructors, having 

successfully passed the 

qualifying USSF examination 

and  maintaining their status 

as a USSF-registered 

referee.  

There is rarely just one 

answer that fits all 

situations. What would 

some of your fellow 

referees do in that same 

situation? What have the 

experienced recently in 

spring games? There will 

be “What Would You 

Do” scenarios will be a 

highlight of the meeting 

this month. Come join the 

discussion! 

Each meeting is focused 

to bring a variety of news 

and current information to 

the attendees. 

Meetings are held at the 

Livermore Public Library 

main branch (next to the 

Police Station) at 1188 

South Livermore Avenue, 

Livermore, CA. These 

catered meetings are 

held at 7:00 PM on the 

fourth Monday of every 

month. The public is 

Livermore Referee 
Association 
PO Box 54 
Livermore, CA 94551-0054 
 
Phone 
(925) 455-1214 
 
E-mail 
president@livermorerefs.org 
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We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 
www.livermorerefs.org 
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